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The Origin of the Pentateuch, in the Light of the Ancient Monuments. By 
Henry Alexander White, M.A., Ph.D., D.D., Professor of History in 
the Washington and Lee University, Lexington, Va. Richmond, Va.: 
B. F. Johnson Publishing Co. Pp. 304. Price $2.00. 

This is one of the books which a reviewer would like to lay aside without 
a word. But duty demands a statement of the facts, and this is done only after 
some careful examination of the volume. The author says in his preface 
that he is giving the reader material which he has delivered to his classes in 
Bible History during several sessions. He has a hope that this printed 
volume may be found available " as a text-book of history in our colleges 
and universities." He has consulted, in its preparation, nearly all of the 
available second-hand material on the early history of the peoples in Bible 
lands. He makes copious quotations from the best authors, and cites many 
authorities for his statements. 

But the title of his work, and his lectures in Part I. have barely a tangential 

relation. There is a sad lack of order, either logical or chronological, in the 

whole of Part I. The remainder of the book is a discussion of the story of 

the Pentateuch with its light from legend and ancient history. The material, 

though abundant, and generally accurate, has not been duly organized or 

digested. It is not a unit in plan or purpose. The author often uses striking 

language, but his lack of orderly treatment does not commend but rather 

discredits the volume. 

Price. 

Studies in Oriental Social Life, and Gleams from the East on the Sacred Page. 
By H. Clay Trumbull, author of " Kadesh Barnea," " The Blood 
Covenant," etc. Philadelphia: John D. Wattles and Co., 1894. Pp. 
xviii. and 437. Price $2.50. 

Dr. Trumbull is best known in this country by his successful editorial 
management of The Sunday School Times, but his patient and thorough 
investigation of several themes connected with Oriental life has won for him 
a large place in the circle of biblical and archaeological scholars. His " Kadesh 
Barnea " is regarded as an authority on that subject even among the savants 
of Europe. This new contribution is a collection of material made from his 
own experience and observation in the East, and from the results of his 
extensive reading of the lives of travelers in the Orient, and authors of works 
on different phases of Oriental life. The most elaborate presentations are 
those on "Betrothals and Weddings in the East," "Hospitality in the East," 
and " Funerals and Mourning in the East." Other and shorter treatments 
are those on " The Voice of the Forerunner," " Primitive Idea of ' The Way,' " 
"The Oriental Idea of Father," " Prayers and Praying in the East," " Food in 
the Desert," "Calls for Healing in the East," "Gold and Silver in the 
Desert," "The Pilgrimage Idea in the East," "An Outlook from Jacob's 



